Immune complexes (ICs) that occur in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) are heterogeneous in respect of both size and composition. The ICs in RA consist mostly of IgG, IgM, and complement factors.`-3
Rheumatoid factors are also regularly described in these ICs and may be involved in the evolution of systemic manifestations.4 5 In a recent study antinuclear antibodies of IgE type were found to occur in a complexed form in the sera of RA patients.6 IgE-type complexes have also been described in the sera of atopic patients. 7 8 A double polyethylene glycol (PEG) precipitation test was developed to detect IgE in the immunecomplex-rich fraction isolated from sera. By this technique IgE-containing complexes were found in some RA patients.9
The present studies were undertaken in (Fig. 1) . The mean binding of the controls was 1-64 + 0418%, and none of the samples bound more than 3 % of the added "25I antiIgE. Low binding was found in SLE sera (1.99 ± 0.29). High values were observed in RA cases. In patients with extra-articular manifestations 11 out of 14 sera were positive. The extra-articular RA group differed significantly from all other groups (mean 6-8 ± 1-12, p<001). Patients with RA who had only joint disease showed a moderate increase in the mean value (2-49 ± 0 47% binding activity), but only 2 sera of the 7 studied showed binding higher than 3 %. This group differed significantly both from normal persons and from extra-articular RA cases (p<005).
IgE-level of sera. We determined the serum IgE levels of the samples to compare them with the presence of IgE-complexes (Table 1 ). The geometric means of sera from normal persons and RA patients group 
